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This book “Introductory Geology and Soil Science” brought out by
Dr.A.S.Mailappa, is truly a ‘tour de force’ of condensation of the essentials of
scientific knowledge and approaches to soil science and describes the genesis
and development of soils, their characteristics and functions, their importance
for plant growth.
This present book is an authentic treatise, written in a very simpler and lucid
manner covering all aspects of geology and soils in 28 well-defined chapters,
following the syllabi of latest Fifth Deans’ Committee for undergraduate
programmes of Agriculture, Horticulture and Forestry, being following in
various Agricultural Universities in India, to ensure easy and clear basic
understanding about various spheres of geology and soil science.
This book has as its focus the development of an introductory geology and soil
science text, which covers in great detail a broad spectrum of the elements of
soil science to include: origin of earth, rocks, parent material, soil formation,
pedogenic processes, the morphological, physical, chemical properties, soil
classification, and special aspects like soil colloids, buffering capacity, soil
degradation and laboratory safety which are unavoidable in the continuum
from basic to applied soil science principles.
This book is primarily intended for the students of undergraduate level for
having a better understanding about fundamentals of soil science, a
prerequisite for progressing ahead in acquiring in-depth knowledge on the
application aspects of soil science in relation to crop growth, but it can also
serve as a guide for postgraduate students and scientists associated with
agriculture and allied disciplines. As a whole, this book will appeal to those
working within soil science, agriculture, forestry, plant nutrition and soil
management, and environmental issues.
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